
Established at the end of 2012 Natural Devon is a partnership bringing together all those interested 
in ensuring that a healthy natural environment underpins a high quality of life across Devon, with a 
strong green economy and healthy communities.    

www.naturaldevon.gov.uk    @Devon_LNP 

Welcome from Suzanne Goodfellow, Chair, Natural Devon 
 
Welcome to this review of Natural Devon’s first three years.  It offers a snapshot of the ‘added 
value’ that the Local Nature Partnership has brought in terms of forging links between different 
sectors, improving communication, influencing strategic thinking at national and local levels, and 
helping to build a strong evidence base.  To find out more please visit our website.  Natural Devon 
is a ‘coalition of the willing’ with over 900 Forum members who all believe that a healthy natural 
environment is essential to the people and economy of Devon.  Please come and join us! 
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Naturally Healthy 
 

The natural environment makes us 
feel better - physically and mentally.  
It’s our natural health service.  We 
launched Devon’s first ever Naturally 
Healthy Week in May 2015.  Over 50 
events were held across the county 
including health walks, park runs, bug 
hunts, family camps and urban safaris.   
The week was so popular that the 
whole of May in 2016 is Devon’s 
Naturally Healthy Month - 
#whendidyoulast.   
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Improving cross- sector working 

We are working together to forge new links between organisations, especially from different sectors -  
getting people together, exchanging ideas and catalysing action. 
 

Highlights include:  
 

Á Bringing sectors together through the [btΩǎ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 
Group to take forward the LNP’s priority themes.   
 

Á Setting up a Naturally Healthy Working Group to bring 
together the health, community and environment sectors.   
Work has included promoting Naturally Healthy activities, 
publication of naturally healthy case studies and the 
development of two exciting health projects in our National 
Parks.   
 

Á Obtaining funding for the Naturally Healthy Devon 
Schools Project in north and east Devon – an extension of the 
Natural Connections Outdoor Learning Project.   
 

Á The resurrection of a Devon Green Infrastructure 
Group and engagement with the Local Enterprise Partnership 
to discuss funding issues and barriers to delivery.       
 

Á The establishment of a joint cross sector Local 
Enterprise Partnership / LNP Wood Group.  Work has 
included drawing up a European bid for funding to develop the 
wood fuel sector (with first round success), holding a 

workshop on ash dieback and publication of the Devon Ash Dieback Action Plan in 2015.   
 

¶ A successful Devon Farming and Environment event held in February 2015 (organised by FWAG 
SW).   

 

¶ Development of a list of priority strategic projects which is being discussed with the Local Enterprise 
Partnership 

 

¶ The establishment of a Sustainable Seas Working Group and publication of our Devon Sustainable 
Seas Action Plan in 2015. 

 

¶ Development of the 5ŜǾƻƴ tƻƭƭƛƴŀǘƻǊǎΩ tƭŜŘƎŜ which will be launched at our 2016 conference and 
promoted at the Devon County Show.  This is aimed at EVERYONE – farmers to gardeners and 
schools to WIs.  July 2016 will be Devon Pollinators’ Month    #devonpollinators 

 

 

http://www.naturaldevon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Pollinators-Month-HiRes-print.jpg


Influencing the Minister  
 

 
 

On 16 January 2015 we welcomed Lord de 
Mauley, Environment Minister, to Devon for a 
discussion about issues relating to health, 
the green economy and land management. 
We held follow-up talks with Government on 
funding for AONBs and Naturally Healthy 
work. 

 

2014 Launch Conference 
 

 
 

This was held in March 2014 with Nick 
Baker as an enthusiastic keynote 
speaker.  We brought together 140 
people from a range of sectors 
including farmers, fishermen, planners, 
economists, ecologists, public health 
and community workers to discuss the 
LNP’s seven priority themes.   

Improving communication 

We are working together to improve communication 
between LNP Forum members, facilitating networking and 
sharing best practice.   
 
Highlights include:  
 

Á Publication of our Prospectus in 2014 which set out 
Natural Devon’s aim and seven priority themes. 
 

Á Setting up our website and sending out newsletters to 
over 800 Forum members.  See www.naturaldevon.org.uk.   
 

Á 140 people attending our Outdoor Learning 
Conference in March 2016, organised by Devon Education for 
Sustainability Working Group.  230 people attending our first 
Annual Lecture in April 2016, given by Professor Sir John 
Lawton.      
 

 

Strategic influence 

We are working together to make a difference, nationally and locally, by engaging and influencing leaders 
from many walks of life, and facilitating cross-fertilisation of ideas. 
 
Highlights include:  
 

Á We have created a strong Board to lead the LNP.  
The Board brings together leaders from a wide range 
of sectors including farming, health, local 
government, wildlife NGOs, the voluntary and 
community sector, higher education, protected 
landscapes, business and Defra.   
 

Á We have forged links with the Heart of the South 
West Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) and have 
been working with Plymouth and Somerset LNPs to 
develop recommendations that will encourage the 
environmental investment required to achieve 
sustainable economic growth.       
 

Á Board members have embraced their roles as cross 
sector Ambassadors of our environment and have 
represented the LNP at a wide range of events, and 
given presentations to a range of audiences.  Our Chair spoke at the launch of work on the 25 Year 
Environment Strategy in London and has also been elected to represent all LNPs on the England 
Terrestrial Biodiversity Group. 

http://www.naturaldevon.org.uk/natural-devon-lnp-inaugural-conference/attachment/059/
http://www.naturaldevon.org.uk/


Natural Devon has no dedicated staff.  It is a partnership of the willing which 
is co-ordinated by Devon County Council. 

 
To help ensure that we all value and benefit from a healthy natural 

environment please get involved. 
 

To find out more please see our website - www.naturaldevon.org.uk 
 

Follow us @Devon_LNP 
 

Contact details for theme leads and our coordinator can be found on the 
website. 

  

 

Building Evidence 

 

We are working together to improve our evidence base.   
 
Highlights include:  

 

Á Publishing the Devon State of the Environment Report, a comprehensive review of Devon’s 
environment which is used as an evidence base for Spatial Planning across the county.   
 

Á Publishing the Devon State of Nature Report and the Devon Rebuilding Nature Map, identifying the 
best areas to maintain and expand our most important terrestrial wildlife habitats.  
 

Á Publishing research into the barriers people face in accessing the environment 
 

Á Developing a web based biodiversity marine data portal.   
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