
 

 

 

  

 

 

      

DEVON ASH DIEBACK RESILIENCE FORUM     

This guidance note explains how ash trees benefit the 
people, wildlife and environment of Devon, and why ash 
ÔÒÅÅÓ ÁÒÅ Á ÍÁÊÏÒ ÃÏÍÐÏÎÅÎÔ ÏÆ $ÅÖÏÎȭs `natural 
ÃÁÐÉÔÁÌȭ1. 
 
Ash trees enrich our lives in many ways, and bring many 
ÂÅÎÅÆÉÔÓ ÔÏ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙ ɉǬÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÇÏÏÄÓȭɊȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÎÏÔÅ ÁÌÓÏ 
presents the limited evidence available on the financial 
value of these services.  
 
)Æ ×Å ÌÏÓÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÁÓÈ ÔÒÅÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÒÅÐÌÁÃÅ ÔÈÅÍ 
with other trees with similar capabilities, what will be the 
cost now and in the future?   
 
4ÈÉÓ ÌÅÁÆÌÅÔ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÓ ÈÏ× ÁÓÈ ÔÒÅÅÓ ÂÅÎÅÆÉÔ $ÅÖÏÎȭÓ 
people, our economy and our environment. 
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What good is an ash?

DEVON ASH DIEBACK RESILIENCE FORUM ADVICE NOTE   

The many benefits of ash trees  

1bŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǎǘƻŎƪ ƻŦ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻƴ-living 
resources. It takes into account both ethical and economic 
considerations.   

November 2018 



DEVON ASH DIEBACK RESILIENCE FORUM ADVICE NOTE  2 

 

 

Benefits (public 
goods) 

Value of ash to people, wildlife and the wider environment,  
in economic and cultural terms 

Value compared 
with most other 
tree species 
1 very poor 
5 excellent 

Nutrient recycling  5 

Primary 
production: i.e. 
plant growth and 
oxygen production 

Although individual trees may not be exceptional in this regard, the great 
abundance of ash means that it has an important role in primary 
production. 

4 

Biodiversity  4 

Nuts, berries, etc, 
for food 

Ash flowers and keys (fruits) are no longer of food value to humans, but are 
important for some birds like bullfinches and some small mammals 
including woodmice, and are produced abundantly. 

3 

Water cycling 
The removal of ash from woodlands may have a particular influence on 
ground water, resulting in a raised water table. This may be beneficial or 
detrimental. 

3 

Soil formation 
The rapid nutrient recycling associated with ash results in little soil 
formation. 

2 

Benefits to the Environment  

Ash woodlands typically support a rich 
and diverse ground flora. Shed ash leaves 
retain more nutrients and are recycled 
more rapidly than those of most other 
trees. They improve soils, raising pH and 
increasing nutrient availability. Thus they 
have a big influence on decomposer,  
mycorrhizal (fungi) and soil communities. 

 

Ash is the sole food source or host for rather 
few animal species in comparison to most 
other native trees. However, the tree is  
abundant and is an important component of 
habitat corridors, eg for bats) and adds  
structural complexity. Its bark supports  
particularly rich lichen communities, its leaves 
are among those eaten by the caterpillars of 
many moth species including privet hawk-
moth and centre-barred swallow, and rotting 
ash wood is a valuable invertebrate habitat. 
Its late leafing and soil improvement qualities 
can also lead to rich ground flora and associated invertebrates. Mature 
ash trees with holes provide nest sites for hole nesting birds such as 
woodpeckers, owls and nuthatches, and roost sites for some bat 
species, whilst its seeds (in ash keys) are eaten by woodmice, dormice 
and bullfinches.  

Centre-barred swallow 
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Benefits (public 
goods) 

Value of ash to people, wildlife and the wider environment,  
in economic and cultural terms 

Value compared 
with most other 
tree species 
1 very poor 
5 excellent 

Reducing soil loss Ash binds or retains soil like other trees, and is probably on par with most. 3 

Pollination 
Ash is mostly wind-pollinated. While it can provide pollen for honeybees in 
early spring, it is not an especially important resource for pollinators. 

2 

Forming stock-proof 
barriers 

Ashes are poor for creating stock proof hedges, although the laid stems are 
persistent and can form effective barriers to cattle. 

1 

Hedges  4 

Hedgerow trees  3 

Benefits to Farm Business  

 

A high proportion of ash 
increases the viability of a 
hedge for economic 
woodfuel production, for 
example in a coppice 
rotation. 

As the second most common 
hedgerow tree in Devon, ash 
trees can provide valuable 
shade for livestock in hot 
summer. 


